146      MILK: PRODUCTION AND CONTROL

The siting of yards is important and they should always be designed
so that stores of feeding-stuffs and bedding are conveniently placed whilst
ease of access for the removal of dung is essential. The aspect should be due
south, that is, adequate protection should be given on all northerly sides,
either by the walls of the yard itself or by adjoining buildings. Although
this is not essential when the yard is totally roofed, it is particularly important
where only partly roofed. It is essential, also, that the south side should be
open to sun and air even if complete protection is given on the eastern and
western sides, and a tubular steel railed fence with concrete posts will be
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suitable for this purpose. Where climatic conditions allow, a similar fence
might be provided for at least part of the western side, whilst the entire
yard should be divided into sections as shown in Fig. 53, the cows in the
herd being split up amongst these separate portions.
It will be readily understood that a totally-roofed yard, as shown in
Fig. 54, is likely to be more comfortable than one which is only partially-
roofed, in addition to which the manure will be of better quality and less
straw will be required. It is important that the design of the yard ensures
the orderly passage of the animals from yard to yard and finally to the
assembly yard in front of the milking shed or parlour, so that each batch
may be dealt with in turn. In addition, a dispersal yard for the animals,
after milking is completed, is essential.